
PV Bleeding + Shock
(In First Trimester)

For the reluctant obstetrician…
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PV Bleeding + Shock

• DDx
• Ectopic Pregnancy

• Miscarriage
• Hypovolaemic shock

• Cervical shock

PV bleeding + Shock

Is there intraabdominal 
free fluid?

Likely Ectopic

1. Resuscitate
2. OT for Salpingectomy

Likely Incomplete Miscarriage

1. Speculum exam ? Cervical shock
2. Resuscitate
3. OT for Suction Evacuation

YES

NO
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PV Bleeding + Shock

Ectopic Pregnancy

• Resuscitation
• Minimise crystalloid / Early PRBCs

• MTP

• Facilitation of OT
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PV Bleeding + Shock

Incomplete Miscarriage with cervical shock

• Speculum exam with analgesia

• Remove products with sponge forceps

• Equipment:
• Gloves

• Speculum

• Sponge forceps

• Gauze



PV Bleeding + Shock

Incomplete Miscarriage with hypovolaemic shock

• Resuscitate
• Minimise crystalloid / Early PRBCs

• MTP

• Speculum exam with analgesia / remove products with sponge forceps

• Facilitate OT for Suction Evacuation

• Consider uterotonics: Ergometrine 250mcg IV / Misoprostol 1000mcg PR
• Oxytocin receptors not present during first trimester

• Other options: Bimanual compression / IDC tamponade
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